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I. 

Although  the  two  selections  that  make  up  this  number  have 
been  heretofore  published,  they  are  not  readily  accessible;  for 
this  reason  it  is  thought  that  their  importance  and  interest  justi- 
fies their  publication  in  this  form. 

The  circular,  "To  the  Respectable  Public,"  is  referred  to  in 
Thomson's  Bibliography  of  Ohio  as  "the  first  publication  relat- 
ing to  the  Miami  Purchase.  The  only  copy  of  the  tract  we  can 
trace  is  in  the  Ohio  Historical  Society  Library,  Cincinnati." 
Since  this  statement  was  published  several  other  copies  have  been 
located,  but  this  reprint  is  from  the  one  referred  to. 

The  autograph  letter  from  .Symmes  to  Boudinot  of  date  Jan- 
uary 12,  1792,  is  also  in  the  collection  of  the  Society,  having  been 
presented  by  the  late  Robert  Clarke  on  January  19,  1893. 

John  Cleves  Symmes  was  born  July  21,  1742,  at  River  Head 
on  Long  Island,  the  oldest  son  of  Reverend  Timothy  and  Mary 
(Cleves)  Symmes.  In  early  life  a  teacher  and  surveyor,  he  re- 
moved to  New  Jersey  some  time  before  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
In  1774  he  became  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  for 
Sussex  County,  and  in  the  following  year  was  commissioned 
colonel  of  a  Sussex  regiment  of  militia,  the  third  battalion.  He 
served  through  a  large  part  of  the  war,  taking  an  important  part 
in  the  organization  of  the  defensive  forces  and  fortresses  of  Long 
Island  and  New  Jersey,  and  participating  with  great  credit  in  a 
number  of  important  battles.  He  was  a  member  of  the  New 
Jersey  State  Convention  that  drafted  the  constitution  of  the  new 
State,  being  on  the  sub-committee  of  five  having  the  matter  in 
charge.  He  subsequently  served  the  State  as  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor for  one  year,  and  member  of  the  Council  for  six  years,  and 
judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  twelve  years,  during  part  of 
which  time,  1785-6,  he  was  also  a  member  of  Congress  from 
New  Jersey. 
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He  had  married  a  daughter  of  Governor  Livingston  of  New 
Jersey,  and  was  connected  both  pohtically  and  socially  with  the 
most  prominent  people  of  this  time. 

Interested  by  Major  Benjamin  Stites,  himself  a  native  of  New 
Jersey,  in  the  country  between  the  Miamis,  even  before  the  pas- 
sage of  the  immortal  Ordinance  of  July  13,  1787,  he,  with  five 
companions,  took  a  trip  to  the  Miami  country  and  to  the  falls  of 
the  Ohio  in  the  spring  and  early  summer  of  that  year.  Upon 
his  return  he  promptly  organized  a  company  of  twenty-four  men, 
among  whom  were  Jonathan  Dayton,  Elias  Boudinot,  Dr.  Weth- 
erspoon  and  Major  Stites,  and  in  his  own  name  memorialized 
Congress  on  August  29,  1787,  on  the  subject  of  a  grant  between 
the  Miamis.  The  history  of  his  struggles  with  Congress  and  his 
own  associates  has  been  too  frequently  written  to  make  it  desir- 
able to  pursue  it  here.  He  was  sufficiently  satisfied  with  the 
progress  of  his  negotiations  to  issue  at  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  on 
November  26,  1787,  the  celebrated  circular  in  pamphlet  form, 
addressed  "To  the  Respectable  Public,"  reprinted  as  the  first 
selection  in  this  number,  the  first  public  statement  of  the  con- 
templated movement  which  resulted  in  the  settlements  that  now 
constitute  one  of  the  most  populous,  wealthy,  and  important  com- 
munities of  the  land. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  first  land  warrant  issued  was  to 
Major  Benjamin  Stites,  covering  the  fee  of  640  acres  "at  the  point 
betwixt  the  mouth  of  the  little  miame  and  the  ohio  in  the  pint," 
dated  Dec.  17,  1787.  Symmes  was  subsequently  in  February, 
T788,  selected  as  one  of  the  judges  of  the  Northwest  territory; 
his  associates  were  Samuel  Holden  Parsons  and  James  Mitchell 
Varnum.  He  started  westward  in  July  of  that  year  reaching 
Fort  Harmar  with  his  family  Aug.  24,  1788,  to  leave  three  days 
later  for  Limestone,  now  Maysville,  Kentucky.  From  this  point, 
Symmes  started  a  few  weeks  later  with  Israel  Ludlow,  the  chief 
surveyor  of  the  Jersey  Company,  Matthias  Denman  and  Major 
Stites  to  meet  the  Kentucky  party,  headed  by  Colonel  Robert 
Patterson  and  John  Filson,  on  the  new  land  between  the  Miamis. 
The  landing  was  made  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  spot  now 
known  as  the  Public  Landing  in  Cincinnati  on  September  22, 
1788,  on  which  day  the  first  surveys  of  the  territory  now  in- 
cluded in  that  city  were  made. 

The  actual  settlements  between  the  Miamis  were  made  at  a 
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little  later  time ;  that  b}-  the  Stites  party  at  Columbia,  on  Novem- 
ber i8,  1788;  by  the  Patterson-Ludlow  party  at  Losantiville,  now 
Cincinnati,  December  28,  1788  and  the  Symmes  party  at  North 
Bend  on  February  2,  1789. 

The  defenseless  condition  of  the  settlements  exposed  to  the 
continued  aggressions  of  the  Indians  led  to  the  building  of  Fort 
Washington  at  Cincinnati  in  the  autumn  of  1788.  General  Har- 
mar  arrived  at  this  the  headquarters  of  the  United  States  Army 
December  28,  1789. 

The  expedition  against  the  Indians  under  the  leadership  of 
General  Harmar  left  Fort  Washington  in  September,  1790.  Al- 
though Governor  St.  Clair  characterizes  this  campaign  as  an 
"entire  success,"  it  was  and  is  usually  regarded  as  a  serious  de- 
feat, and  one  which  had  a  most  discouraging  influence  upon  the 
settlement  of  the  Miami  Country. 

The  important  campaign  of  General  St.  Clair  was  in  the 
autumn  of  1791,  terminating  on  November  4th  of  that  year  in  the 
terrible  slaughter  at  "St.  Mary's,  upon  the  river  plain,"  one  of 
the  most  serious  disasters  that  ever  befell  American  arms. 

It  is  with  reference  to  this  campaign  that  Symmes'  letter  to 
Elias  Boudinot,  which  forms  the  second  selection  in  this  number, 
was  written.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  at  this  time  Symmes 
was  in  the  midst  of  this  controversy  with  Governor  St.  Clair  upon 
the  subject  of  the  contracts  for  the  lands  between  the  Miam.is. 
In  letters  of  August  15,  1791,  and  January,  1792,  to  Dayton  and 
January  25,  1792  to  Boudinot  and  Dayton  he  gives  many  in- 
stances of  the  friction  existing  between  himself  and  the  governor 
and  between  the  citizens  and  the  soldiers. 

Wayne's  campaign  of  1794  terminating  with  the  great  victory 
of  Fallen  Timbers  on  August  15th,  resulted  in  the  summer  of 
1795  in  the  treaty  of  Greenville  which  terminated  for  all  time 
the  danger  of  the  savage  to  the  settlements  between  the  Miamis. 

John  Cleves  Symmes  died  at  Cincinnati  February  26,  1814 
and  was  buried  at  North  Bend. 

Charles  Theodore  Greve. 
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II. 

TO  THE  RESPECTABLE  PUBLIC. 

Whereas  the  honourable  the  Congress,  by  their  act  of  the  3d 
of  October,  1787,  authorized  the  honourable  the  commissioners  of 
the  treasury  board,  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  subscriber, 
for  the  tract  of  land  hereafter  described,  and  upon  the  following 
conditions:  the  boundaries  of  the  land  are — viz.  Beginning  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami  river.  Jience  running  up  the  Ohio 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Miami  river,  thence  up  the  Little  Miami 
to  the  place  where  a  due  west  line,  to  be  continued  from  the 
western  termination  of  the  northern  boundary  line  of  the  grant 
to  Messrs.  Sarjeant,  Cutler,  and  company,  shall  intersect  the  said 
Little  Miami  river,  thence  due  west,  continuing  the  said  western 
line  to  the  place  where  the  said  line  shall  intersect  the  main  branch 
or  stream  of  the  Great  Miami  river,  thence  down  the  Great  Miami 
to  the  place  of  beginning. 

The  conditions  are,  that  the  tract  shall  be  surveyed,  and  its  con- 
tents ascertained  by  the  Geographer  or  some  other  officer  of  the 
United  States,  who  shall  plainly  mark  the  said  east  and  west  line, 
and  shall  render  one  complete  plat  thereof  to  the  board  of  treas- 
ury, and  another  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers.  The  purchaser 
or  purchaser's,  within  seven  years  from  the  completion  of  this  work 
(unless  the  frequency  of  Indian  irruptions  may  render  the  same 
in  a  measure  impracticable)  shall  lay  off  the  whole  tract  at  their 
own  expense  into  townships  and  fractional  parts  of  townships, 
and  divide  the  same  into  lots,  according  to  the  land  ordinance 
of  the  20th  of  May,  1785  ;  complete  returns  whereof  shall  be  made 
to  the  treasury  board.  The  lot  number  16  in  each  township,  or 
fractional  part  of  a  township,  to  be  given  perpetually  for  the 
purposes  contained  in  the  said  ordinance.  The  lot  number  29 
in  each  township,  to  be  given  perpetually  for  the  purposes  of 
religion.     The  lots  number  8,   11   and  26,  in  each  township,  or 
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fractional  part  of  a  township,  to  be  reserved  for  the  future  dis- 
position of  Congress.  One  complete  township  to  be  given  per- 
petually for  the  purposes  of  an  academy  or  college,  to  be  laid 
of[f]  by  the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  as  nearly  opposite  to  the 
mouth  of  Licking  river  as  an  entire  township  may  be  found 
eligible  in  point  of  soil  and  situation,  to  be  applied  to  the  intended 
object  by  the  legislature  of  the  state. 

The  price  to  be  one  dollar  per  acre  for  the  contents  of  the 
said  tract  excepting  the  reservations  and  gifts  aforesaid,  payable 
in  specie,  loan  office  certificates  reduced  to  specie  value,  or  certifi- 
cates of  liquidated  debts  of  the  United  States,  subject  to  a  re- 
duction by  an  allowance  for  bad  lands,  and  all  incidental  charges 
and  circumstances  whatsoever,  one  third  of  a  dollar  per  acre ; 
and  in  making  payment,  the  principal  only  of  the  said  certificates 
shall  be  admitted.  And  the  board  of  treasury,  for  such  interest 
as  may  be  due  on  the  certificates  rendered  in  payment  as  afore- 
said, prior  to  the  first  of  January,  1786,  shall  issue  indents  for 
interest  to  the  possessors,  which  shall  be  receivable  in  payment 
as  other  indents  for  interest  of  the  existing  requisitions  of  Con- 
gress :  and  for  such  interest  as  may  be  due  on  the  said  certificates, 
between  that  period  and  the  period  of  payment  the  said  board 
shall  issue  indents,  the  payment  of  which  to  be  provided  for  in 
future  requisitions,  or  otherwise. 

Such  of  the  purchasers  as  may  possess  rights  for  bounties  of 
land  to  the  late  continental  army,  to  be  permitted  to  render  the 
same  in  discharge  of  the  contract,  acre  for  acre,  provided  that 
the  aggregate  of  such  rights  shall  not  exceed  one  seventh  part 
of  the  land  to  be  paid  for;  and  provided  also  that  there  shall  be 
no  future  claim  against  the  United  States  on  account  of  the  said 
rights. 

Two  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the  purchase  money  to  be 
paid  down  upon  closing  the  contract,  and  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  more  within  one  month  after  the  delivery  of  the  return  or 
survey  of  the  tract,  to  be  made  by  the  Geographer  or  other  officer 
as  aforesaid.  The  residue  of  the  money  to  be  paid  by  the  pur- 
chaser, or  purchasers  in  six  equal  half  yearly  payments,  to  be 
computed  from  the  time  when  the  second  payment  becomes  due, 
together  with  the  interest  thereon  from  the  date  of  the  second 
payment. 

When  the  second  payment  is  made,  the  purchaser  shall  receive 
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a  deed  for  six  hundred  thousand  acres,  exclusive  of  the  reserved 
and  given  lands,  the  survey  whereof  to  begin  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Great  Miami  at  one  end,  and  at  the  intersection  of  the  northern 
boundary  line  v^ith  the  Great  Miami,  at  the  other  end,  and  ex- 
tending eastwardly  from  the  Great  Miami  on  a  meridian  line  to 
be  drawn  from  north  to  south  lengthways  of  the  tract,  until  six 
hundred  thousand  acres  exclusive  of  the  given  and  reserved  lots 
are  included  between  the  Great  Miami  and  such  north  and  south 
line.  Further  proportional  grants  shall  be  made  to  the  purchasers, 
from  time  to  time  as  the  subsequent  payments  are  discharged 
always  drawing  a  line  from  north  to  south,  parallel  with  the  first 
line  from  end  to  end  of  the  tract,  until  the  whole  of  the  land  pur- 
chased be  granted  by  deed  to  the  purchasers,  their  heirs  and 
assigns  forever. 

The  purchaser  or  purchasers,  on  payment  of  the  first  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  shall  have  a  right  to  enter,  and  occupy  a 
proportion  of  the  land,  not  exceeding  three  hundred  thousand 
acres,  exclusive  of  the  given  and  reserved  township  and  lots, 
which  privilege  shall  be  enlarged,  from  time  to  time,  as  future 
payments  may  be  made  by  the  purchaser.  Thus  far  the  agree- 
ment. 

The  publick.  by  the  foregoing,  being  made  acquainted  with  the 
nature  of  the  contract  entered  into  between  the  honourable 
the  commissioners  of  the  treasury  board  and  the  subscriber,  for 
himself  and  associates ;  the  subscriber  begs  leave  to  communicate, 
to  such  gentlemen  as  are  desirous  of  becoming  his  associates, 
the  scheme  adopted  for  sale  and  settlement,  which  shall  be  con- 
sidered as   fundamental  thereto  by  every  purchaser  and  stttler. 

The  first  necessary  measure,  is  to  raise  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  in  liquidated  certificates,  in  order  to  discharge  the  first 
payment,  which  must  be  made  previous  to  any  entry,  or  settle- 
ment on  the  land. 

For  this  purpose  land-warrants  will  be  issued  by  the  sub- 
scriber, or  other  person  appointed,  for  any  number  of  acres,  not 
less  than  one  hundred  and  sixty,  or  a  quarter  part  of  a  section, 
and  always  making  the  warrant  for  a  township  section,  or  quarter 
part  of  a  section,  authorizing  the  person  purchasing  the  same  his 
heirs  or  assigns  to  elect  and  choose,  in  his  own  person,  or  by  his 
or  their  agent,  such  township,  or  lot,  or  quarter  of  a  lot  as  may 
be  most  agreeable  to  the  holder  of  the  warrant,  provided  the  same 
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township,  or  lot,  or  quarter  of  a  lot,  be  not  previously  located,  and 
entered  on  record  by  a  prior  applicant. 

A  map,  as  accurate  as  can  be  drawn  before  an  actual  survey 
is  made,  may  be  seen  with  the  subscriber,  on  which  any  person 
may  make  their  election  of  a  township,  lot.  or  quarter  of  a  lot, 
which  sliall  be  attended  to  as  far  as  possible  after  the  tract  is  sur- 
veyed into  townships  and  sections,  and  the  elected  townships, 
lots,  or  quarters  of  lots,  shall  be  noted  in  the  true  map  of  the 
premises,  as  soon  as  the  same  can  be  made.  When  the  survey 
thereof  is  accomplished,  a  plat  or  map  of  the  land.  ])aid  for  at  the 
treasury  board,  will  lie  before  the  register  at  his  office,  to  be 
kept  on  the  ground,  in  which  every  township  and  fractional  part 
of  a  township,  will  be  fairly  laid  down  and  numbered  ;  and  every 
township,  lot.  or  quarter  of  a  lot,  when  applied  for  at  the  regis- 
ter's office,  and  no  where  else  after  actual  survey,  shall  be  im- 
mediately recorded  as  sold  to  the  person  or  persons  to  whom 
the  warrant  belongs,  which  shall  be  produced  to  cover  the  same. 
And  the  township,  lot,  or  quarter  of  a  lot,  so  elected,  shall  be 
marked  on  the  map  to  prevent  any  mistake  in  a  subsequent  loca- 
tion. Provided  always,  that  no  section  be  divided  when  the  war- 
rant contains  a  sufficient  number  of  acres  to  cover  the  whole 
section. 

Two-thirds  of  a  dollar  per  acre,  in  liquidated  certificates,  ex- 
clusive of  the  interest  due  on  such  certificates,  to  be  paid  by  the 
purchaser  on  the  receipt  of  a  land  warrant ;  and  for  the  interest 
due  on  all  certificates  indents  are  to  issue  at  the  treasury  board, 
which  shall  be  returned  by  the  subscriber  to  the  right  owners  of 
such  certificates ;  regular  accounts  thereof  shall  be  kept.  But  the 
subscriber  recommends,  as  the  better  way,  that  each  holder  of 
certificates  should  apply  to  the  loan  officer  of  the  state  in  which 
he  lives,  and  first  draw  up  his  interest  fully  in  indents,  or  facili- 
ties, before  he  presents  them  in  pa}-ment  for  the  land  warrant. — 
Yet  if  this  be  inconvenient,  the  subscriber  will  see  that  justice 
is  done  touching  the  interest. 

After  the  first  day  of  next  May.  the  price  of  the  land  will  be 
one  dollar  per  acre,  and  after  the  first  day  of  November  next,  the 
price  will  rise  still  higher,  if  the  country  is  settled  as  fast  as  is 
expected.  The  certificates  raised  by  this  augmentation  in  the 
price,  shall  be  applied  towards  the  making  of  roads  and  bridges 
in  the  purchase. 
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One-penny  proclamation  or  the  ninetieth  of  a  dollar  per  acre 
in  specie,  or  bills  of  credit  of  the  states  of  New  York.  New  Jersey, 
or  Pennsylvania,  must  be  paid  by  the  purchaser  at  the  time  of 
purchasing  the  land  warrant.  This  fee  of  one-penny  per  acre, 
is  to  defray  the  expense  of  surveying  the  country,  into  townships 
and  lots,  agreeably  to  the  land  ordinance.  And  one  farthing 
proclamation,  or  the  three  hundred  and  sixtieth  part  of  a  dollar 
per  acre,  in  specie  or  paper  money  aforesaid,  to  be  paid  by  the 
purchaser,  to  defray  the  expense  of  printing  the  land-warrants, 
purchasing  proper  books  for  records,  accommodating  and  paying 
the  register  for  his  services  in  attending  to  the  recording  of 
entries,  and  other  incidental  charges  which  will  necessarily  ac- 
crue. 

When  a  land  warrant  shall  be  for  one  quarter  of  a  lot,  or  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  the  same  shall  always  be  taken  and  lo- 
cated at  one  corner  of  a  section,  in  a  square  with  equal  lines, 
and  in  no  case  shall  the  square  of  half  a  mile  each  way  be  departed 
from,  except  in  those  fractional  parts  of  sections  which  may  be 
rendered  incomplete  by  the  outside  lines,  or  boundaries  of  the 
purchase,  and  the  entry  shall  be  made  on  the  record  accordingly, 
setting  forth  which  corner,  or  quarter  part  of  the  section  is 
elected,  and  that  quarter  of  the  section  shall  be  immediately 
stained  on  the  map  to  denote  its  being  located. 

The  subscriber  is  very  sensible  that  an  inconvenience  will 
arise  from  the  circumstance  of  adhering  strictly  to  certain  num- 
bers of  acres  in  a  land  warrant,  as  few  men  can  make  the  amount 
of  their  certificates  tally  exactly  with  certain  given  numbers  of 
acres  contained  in  a  township,  lot.  or  a  quarter  of  a  lot ;  and  yet  the 
measure  is  absolutely  necessary,  for  if  persons  were  to  purchase 
any  number  of  acres  which  is  most  convenient  to  them,  and  locate 
the  same  at  their  pleasure,  it  must  follow,  that  there  would  be  left 
unlocated,  a  number  of  small  pieces  and  strips  of  land,  through- 
out the  whole  purchase,  which  would  infalibly  mar  the  design.  In 
order  therefore  to  remedy  this  inconvenience  as  far  as  may  be, 
and  provide  a  kind  of  change,  a  certificate  of  the  surplus  amount 
shall  be  given  to  the  purchaser,  certifying  so  much  land  paid  for, 
over  the  contents  of  the  warrant  delivered,  which  certificate  or 
due  bill,  shall  be  transferable,  and  shall  be  received  in  payment,  or 
credited  when  presented  in  the  purchase  of  any  subsequent  war- 
rant.   A  number  of  persons,  however,  may  throw  all  their  certifi- 
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cates  together,  and  take  whole  township,  which  they  can  divide 
among  themselves  according  as  each  contributes. 

After  location  and  entry  is  made  on  the  records,  the  register 
shall  so  soon  as  the  hurry  of  entry  is  over,  proceed  to  make  out  a 
patent  under  his  hand  and  a  special  seal  for  this  purpose  provided, 
to  the  purchaser,  for  the  township,  lot,  or  quarter  of  a  lot  so  lo- 
cated and  entered,  which  shall  be  evidence  of  a  transfer  of  the  fee 
of  such  township,  lot,  or  quarter  of  a  lot,  to  the  patentee,  his  heirs 
or  assigns  forever,  for  which  service  the  register  shall  receive  one 
third  of  a  dollar  in  specie  for  each  deed,  including  but  one  lot  or 
quarter  part  of  a  lot,  and  the  sixteenth  of  a  dollar  more  for  every 
additional  lot  and  lots  or  quarter  part  of  a  lot  over  the  first  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  which  shall  be  included  in  the  patent 
or  deed. 

Whereas  engrossing  large  tracts  of  land,  whereon  no  families 
are  settled  for  a  long  space  of  time,  has  been  found  very  preju- 
dicial to  the  population  of  all  new  countries — in  order  to  avoid 
this  inconvenience,  which  has  been  greatly  detrimental  to  the 
settlement  of  Kentucke,  it  is  hereby  provided,  that  every  locator 
shall  have  two  years  from  the  time  of  entering  his  location,  to  fix, 
or  place  himself,  or  some  other  person  or  persons,  on  the  ground, 
or  in  the  country  at  some  station  of  defence,  and  begin  an  im- 
provement on  every  section,  or  quarter  of  a  section,  which  he 
may  have  located,  if  this  may  be  done  with  safety ;  but  if  the  lo- 
cator shall  neglect  for  two  years  after  location  entered,  to  make 
a  settlement  on  every  section  which  he  may  have  located,  or  to 
settle  some  other  prson  or  persons  thereon,  or  in  some  station, 
who  shall  continue  to  improve  the  same,  or  live  in  such  station  for 
seven  years,  unless  succeeded  by  others,  who  shall  supply  their 
place,  provided  they  are  not  disturbed  by  the  Indians  for  that 
period,  in  such  case,  one  sixth  part  of  every  such  neglected  section, 
or,  quarter  part  of  a  section,  to  be  taken  ofif  in  a  square  at  the 
northeast  corner,  shall  be  deemed  forfeited,  and  shall  revert  to  the 
register  for  the  time  being,  in  trust,  so  far  as  to  authorize  him  to 
grant  the  same  gratis,  to  any  volunteer  settler  who  shall  first  make 
application  to  the  register  therefor,  previous  to  any  settlement 
being  made  thereon  by  the  proprietor  or  locator,  or  some  person 
for  him,  upon  condition  however,  that  such  volunteer  settler  pro- 
ceed immediately  to  make  an  improvement,  and  shall  continue  the 
settlement  thereon,  or  live  in  some  station  in  the  country  for  de- 
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fence,  as  is  required  of  the  proprietor  or  first  locator.  But  in 
all  such  forfeitures,  the  forfeited  sixth  part  shall  be  invariably 
taken  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  lot  when  entire,  or  quarter 
of  a  lot,  so  neglected  to  be  settled,  and  shall  be  surveyed  off  in  a 
regular  square,  all  the  lines  being  equal,  the  expense  whereof 
shall  be  paid  by  the  volunteer  settler,  who  shall  have  the  same 
recorded  to  him,  the  register  stating  the  ground  on  which  such 
volunteer  settler  derives  his  right,  and  after  seven  years  occu- 
pancy on  the  lot,  or  residence  in  some  station  of  defence,  making 
reasonable  abatement  of  time  within  that  period,  if  the  Indians 
should  prove  troublesome,  the  register  shall  proceed  to  make  out 
a  deed  for  such  forfeited  sixth  part,  always  to  be  taken  at  the 
northeast  corner,  to  such  volunteer  settler,  whereby  the  fee  of 
the  land  so  forfeited  shall  pass  to  him,  his  heirs  or  assigns  for- 
ever, for  which  the  register  shall  receive  the  same  fees  as  for 
other  deeds. 

Little  need  be  said  to  evince  the  propriety  and  justice  of  this 
measure,  as  it  is  reasonable  that  all  who  become  purchasers  should 
in  some  way  contribute  to  the  defence  of  the  country,  by  their 
own  personal  service,  or  by  some  other  person  for  them. 

The  difficulty  of  opening  and  making  roads  in  the  country  is 
another  heavy  duty  to  which  purchasers  who  do  not  go  there 
ought  to  contribute,  thereby  rendering  the  residue  of  their  land 
more  valuable.  The  settlement  of  one  family  on  the  forfeited 
sixth  part,  will  really  make  the  remaining  five-sixths  of  the  section 
or  quarter  of  a  section,  worth  more  than  the  whole  would  be  in 
a  wilderness.  Perhaps  some  may  think  that  two  years  is  too 
short  a  time  for  making  the  settlement  required ;  but  if  gentlemen 
will  reflect  on  the  danger  from  the  Indians  attending  the  first 
settlers,  the  great  difficulties  which  those  meet  who  first  occupy 
a  desert,  the  extent  of  the  federal  territory,  open  in  every  quarter 
to  emigrants,  and  that  the  value  of  land  depends  almost  entirely 
on  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  the  subscriber  believes  that  two 
years  will  be  thought  time  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  The  sub- 
scriber having  been  in  the  western  country,  is  so  fully  persuaded 
of  the  great  benefit  that  will  result  from  this  regulation,  that  he 
most  cheerfully  submits  to  it  himself,  and  perhaps  few  will  be 
more  alTected  thereby. 

Officers  and  soldiers  of  the  late  American  army,  who  wish  to 
have  their  bounty  lands  in  this  grant,  will  be  pleased  to  send  their 
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names,  regiment,  rank,  and  of  what  line,  to  General  Dayton,  at 
Elizabeth-Town,  or  to  one  of  the  gentlemen  hereafter  appointed 
to  receive  the  applications  of  purchasers. 

Ministers  of  the  gospel  of  every  denomination  of  Christians 
are  cordially  invited  into  the  country,  to  enjoy  the  use  of  the  lot 
No.  29,  in  each  township,  in  such  distribution  as  shall  be  agree- 
able to  the  parishoners. 

Schoolmasters  who  will  settle  on  these  lands,  and  are  capable 
of  discharging  with  propriety  the  duties  of  such  instructors,  shall 
enjoy  the  free  use  and  benefit  of  the  given  lot  No.  16,  in  some 
one  of  the  townships,  so  long  as  they  shall  severally  pursue  the 
business  of  educating  the  children  of  the  parish,  on  such  terms 
as  shall  be  agreed  between  the  master  and  his  employers. 

All  certificates  and  monies  paid  shall  be  returned  free  of  cost 
to  the  purchaser  of  the  warrant,  in  case  of  failure  in  raising  the 
sum  sufficient  for  the  first  payment  to  the  treasury  board ;  but  on 
return  of  the  certificates  the  land  warrants  must  also  be  returned 
to  the  subscriber,  or  to  those  gentlemen  from  whom  they  may 
hereafter  be  purchased. 

The  subscriber  hopes  that  the  respectable  publick  will  not 
think  it  unreasonable  in  him,  when  he  informs  them,  that  the  only 
privilege  which  he  reserves  for  himself,  as  a  small  reward  for 
his  trouble  in  this  business,  is  the  exclusive  right  of  electing,  or 
locating  that  entire  township  which  will  be  lowest  down  in  the 
point  of  land  formed  by  the  Ohio  and  Great  Miami  rivers,  and 
those  three  fractional  parts  of  townships  which  may  lie  northwest 
and  south,  between  such  entire  township,  and  the  waters  of  the 
Ohio  and  Great  Miami.  This  point  of  land  the  subscriber  intends 
paying  for  himself,  and  thereon  to  lay  out  a  handsome  town  plat, 
with  eligible  streets,  and  lots  of  sixty  feet  wide  in  front  and  rear, 
and  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  deep,  every  lot  of  which  shall 
be  given  freely  to  any  person  who  shall  first  apply  for  the  same, 
lot  No.  I  being  retained,  and  lot  No.  2  given  away,  and  thus 
alternately  throughout  the  town — upon  conditional  ways,  that  the 
person  so  applying  for,  and  accepting  of,  a  given  lot  or  lots,  shall, 
without  evasion,  build  a  house  or  cabbin,  on  each  lot  so  given, 
within  two  years  after  the  date  of  the  first  payment  made  to  the 
treasury  board,  and  occupy  the  same  by  keeping  some  family 
therein,  for  the  first  three  years  after  building.  Every  person, 
who  will  accept  of  a  town  lot  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  the  privilege 
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of  cutting,  on  the  subscriber's  adjacent  land,  as  much  timber  for 
building  as  such  donee  shall  need,  during  the  term  of  three  years 
from  the  time  when  he  first  begins  to  build  on  his  lot. 

The  subscriber  begs  leave  to  add,  for  the  information  of  those 
who  are  unacquainted  with  the  country,  that  from  his  own  view 
of  this  land  bordering  on  the  river  Ohio,  and  the  unanimous  re- 
port of  all  those  who  have  travelled  over  the  tract  in  almost 
every  direction,  it  is  supposed  to  be  equal  to  any  part  of  the 
federal  territory,  in  point  of  quality  of  soil,  and  excellence  of 
climate,  it  lying  in  the  latitude  of  about  thirty-eight  degrees 
north,  where  the  winters  are  moderate,  and  no  extreme  heats  in 
summer.  Its  situation  is  such  as  to  command  the  navigation  of 
several  fine  rivers,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  maps  of  that  country ; 
boats  are  frequently  passing  by  this  land,  as  they  ply  up  and 
down  the  Ohio.  There  are  no  mountains  in  the  tract,  and,  ex- 
cepting a  few  hills,  the  country  is  generally  level,  and  free  from 
stone  on  the  surface  of  the  earth,  but  there  are  plenty  of  stone- 
quarries  for  building.  It  is  said  to  be  well  watered  with  springs 
and  rivulets,  and  several  fine  mill  streams  falling  from  the  de- 
viding  ridge,  into  the  two  Miamis,  which  lie  about  thirty  miles 
apart,  and  are  both  supposed  to  be  navigable  higher  up  in  the 
country  than  the  northern  extent  of  this  purchase,  so  that  the 
interior  farms  will  have  navigation  in  the  boating  seasons,  within 
fifteen  or  eighteen  miles  at  farthest.  Salt  in  any  quantity  may 
be  had  by  water  within  a  moderate  distance,  at  the  salt-works 
on  the  banks  of  the  Licking  river,  which  empties  itself  from  the 
Kentucke  side  into  the  Ohio,  between  the  two  Miami  rivers. 
Provisions  for  the  first  emigrants  may  be  had  very  cheap  and 
good,  by  water,  from  the  Pittsburgh,  Redstone  and  wheeling 
settlements,  or  from  the  district  of  Kentucke,  which  lies  opposite 
to  this  purchase,  on  the  south-east  side  of  the  Ohio.  The  distance 
from  Fort  Pitt  is  about  five  hundred  miles  down  a  gentle  river, 
navigable  for  boats  of  one  hundred  tons  to  the  Mississippi, 
and  down  the  Mississippi  to  the  sea.  In  the  district  of  Kentucke, 
which  is  separated  from  this  purchase  by  the  river  Ohio,  about 
half  a  mile  wide,  the  average  price  of  land  is  half  a  dollar  per 
acre  in  specie,  tho'  a  large  proportion  could  not  be  bought  under 
three  hard  dollars  per  acre ;  eight  and  ten  shillings  per  acre  are 
frequently  given.  For  the  quantity,  a  larger  proportion  of  the 
lands  on  the  Miami  are  supposed  to  be  of  the  first  quality,  and 
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the  whole  equally  j^ood,  compared  generally  with  those  of  Ken- 
tucke.  The  titles  to  the  Miami  lands  will  be  clear  and  certain, 
and  no  possible  doubt  can  arise.  Whereas,  on  the  kentuckey  side 
(military  rights  excepted)  the  titles  of  land  are  not  easily  as- 
certained, frequently  very  doubtful,  and  too  often  not  well 
founded. 

It  is  expected  that  a  considerable  settlement  will  be  begun 
on  the  land  early  next  spring,  if  the  first  payment  to  the  treasury 
board  can  be  made  b}'  that  time. 

The  honourable  the  secretary  at  war,  General  Knox,  having 
assured  the  subscriber  of  his  friendly  disposition  to  support  the 
settlers  against  the  Indians,  by  replacing  a  garrison  of  federal 
troups  in  the  fort  which  is  still  remaining  on  the  land,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Great  Miami,  must  greatly  facilitate  the  settlement, 
and  in  some  measure  render  safety  to  the  first  adventurers. 

A  system  of  good  government  for  that  country  is  already 
formed  by  the  honourable  the  Congress,  and  the  principal  officers 
of  the  government  are  appointed.  His  excellency  governor  St. 
Clair,  and  the  honourable  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  go  out 
early  next  spring,  and  they  will  carry  with  them  wholesome  laws, 
and  the  wisest  regulations  for  promoting  emigrants  to  that  coun- 
try, protecting  and  rendering  happy  all  those  who  become  peace- 
able settlers  therein. 

The  subscriber  intends  going  out  himself,  and  shall  make  it 
his  study  to  encourage  and  superintend  the  settlement  of  this 
purchase,  by  causing  the  utmost  attention  to  be  paid  to  every 
application,  and  aiding,  as  far  as  may  be  in  his  power,  all  those 
who  become  either  purchasers  or  settlers. 

Signed  at  Trenton,  the  26th  day  of  November.  A.  D.   1787. 

JOHN  CLEVES  SYMMES. 

POSTSCRIP. 

A  township  is  six  miles  square,  and  contains  thirty-six  sec- 
tions, thirty-one  of  which  must  be  paid  for  at  two-thirds  of  a 
dollar  per  acre,  which  comes  to  thirteen  thousand  two  hundred 
and  twenty-six  dollars  and  sixty  ninetieths  of  a  dollar  in  certifi- 
cates. The  penny  farthing  per  acre  for  surveying  and  fees  of  of- 
fices, comes  to  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars  and  fifty- 
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ninetieths  of  a  dollar  in  specie,  paper  money  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  or  Pennsylvania. 

A  section  or  lot,  is  one  mile  square,  and  contains  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  which  comes  to  four  hundred  and  twenty-six 
dollars  and  sixty  ninetieths  of  a  dollar  in  certificates.  The  penny 
farthing  per  acre  comes  to  eight  dollars  and  eighty  ninetieths  of 
a  dollar  in  specie,  or  paper  money  as  aforesaid. 

A  quarter  of  a  section  is  one  quarter  of  a  mile  square,  and 
contains  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  which  comes  to  one  hun- 
dred and  six  dollars  and  sixty  ninetieths  of  a  dollar  in  certificates, 
and  two  dollars  and  twenty  ninetieths  of  a  dollar  in  specie,  or 
paper  money  of  the  three  states  aforesaid. 

It  is  necessary  here  to  observe  that  while  the  paper  currencies 
of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania,  continue  of  the 
same  value  they  are  at  present,  those  emissions  will  be  received, 
as  with  it  surveyors  may  be  procured,  and  waggons  and  boats  for 
transportation  of  the  supplies  of  the  surveyors  may  be  hired.  But 
should  the  value  of  those  paper  emissions  sink  still  lower,  it  can- 
not be  received  on  any  account  whatever. 

Such  persons  as  think  proper  to  become  associates,  will  be 
pleased  to  apply  to  any  one  of  the  following  gentlemen,  each 
of  whom  will  be  furnished  with  land  warrants  for  the  purpose 
of  supplying  purchasers  therewith,  viz.  Edward  Fox  Esq  in  Phila- 
delphia, Michael  D.  Henry,  Esq  in  New  York,  Joseph  Bloomfield. 
Esq.  in  Burlington,  Samuel  W.  Stockton,  Esq.  Trenton,  Richard 
Stockton,  Esq.  in  Princeton,  Andrew  Kirkpatrick,  Esq  New 
Brunswick,  Mr.  Elias  Davton,  jun.  at  Elizabeth-Town. 


92 


III. 

JOHN   CLEVES   SYMMES  TO   ELTAS   BOUDINOT. 

,,        ,  ^.  NoRTIinKND    TaNUARY  TllK    I2th    1702 

My  dear  Sir  -'  '  ^ 

Before  this  time  you  must  have  been  made  acquainted  with  the 
dreadful  misfortunes  attending  the  last  summers  operations.  I  ex- 
pect that  reasons  have  been  assigned  to  government  for  the  total 
overthrow  of  our  anny.  It  is  natural  for  doctors  to  assign  causes 
for  the  death  of  their  patients,  but  the  causes  assigned  are  not 
always  the  real  ones. 

In  the  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  to  you  or 
Capt  Dayton  by  Judge  Turner,  I  gave  you  some  hints  of  what 
I  plainly  foresaw  the  military  arrangements  then  on  foot  would 
end  in.  I  will  acknowledge  I  had  no  Idea  that  our  army  would 
have  been  destroyed  in  the  course  of  three  hours,  for  it  was  im- 
possible for  any  one  to  suppose  that  the  army  was  at  any  time  to 
be  crowded  together  on  a  few  acres  of  ground  and  liable  to  be 
surrounded  b}-  half  their  number  of  Indians,  whose  every  shot 
could  not  fail  of  killing  or  wounding  three  or  four  of  our  men ; 
while  our  platoons  in  returning  their  fire,  three  times  in  four, 
saw  not  an  Indian,  they  being  hid  behind  trees,  but  still  our  men 
fired  on  mechanically  at  they  knew  not  what. 

From  the  first  week  in  June  onward  till  I  went  to  Gallipolis 
in  October,  I  discovered  evident  symptoms  of  very  great  disap- 
pointments and  miscarriage  in  the  course  of  the  campaign.  I 
knew  with  certainty  that  there  must  be  a  great  failure  in  the 
supplies  for  the  army  as  they  advanced  to  the  Northward,  if  the 
early  part  of  the  season  was  lost,  when  the  flour  then  at  fort 
Washington  might  have  been  transported  up  the  Miami  to  new 
Chilocothe  (Tawixtwi)  with  very  little  risk  or  difficulty,  the  river 
then  being  high.  There  were  three  or  four  companies  then  at 
Headquarters  which  might  have  been  employed  to  much  better 
purpose  in  building  a  fort  and  cabbins  at  New  Chilocothe  than 
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to  be  kept  shut  np  in  the  town  of  Cincinnata  for  several  months 
where  they  were  debauching  themselves  and  the  Citizens  by  their 
mischievous  intercourse  with  each  other,  here  all  the  flour  ought 
to  have  been  stored  early  in  the  season,  which  w^as  necessary  for 
the  consumption  of  the  troops  in  their  further  progress.  From 
Xew  Chilocothe  the  detachments  of  horse  should  have  been  fre- 
quently sent  sometimes  towards  Sandusky  and  sometimes  towards 
the  A'laume  village,  these  should  have  blazed  the  trees  on  everv 
[  ]   of  their  routs  as  tho  they  were  marking  the  way  for  a 

much  larger  army  to  follow  in  a  short  time,  this  would  have  kept 
the  Indians  in  continual  alarms,  from  Sandusky  bay  to  eel  river 
that  they  would  never  have  known  at  what  point  to  have  collected 
their  force,  as  the  inhabitants  of  each  village  would  not  have 
forsaken  the  defence  of  their  own  horde,  and  the  grand  movement 
might  have  been  made  in  September  after  all  the  troops  had 
arrived  without  any  considerable  opposition. 

New  Chilocothe  or  some  better  ground  near  it  is  more  proper 
on  every  account,  than  the  place  where  fort  Jefl'erson  is  built, 
to  be  made  our  barrier  to  the  Indians  until  w^e  can  possess  our- 
selves of  their  country,  and  fort  Jeflr'erson  ought  to  be  evacuated 
and  the  garrison  placed  here,  here  are  extensive  natural  mead- 
ows extremely  fine  either  for  hay  or  pasture  so  necessary  for  our 
horse  on  which  we  ought  principally  to  depend  for  our  offensive 
operations  in  future. 

Besides,  if  this  place  was  occupied  by  a  garrison,  the  country 
round  which  being  extremely  inviting  would  immediately  be 
cultivated  by  settlers,  as  it  is  within  the  purchase  and  the  rage  of 
the  people  of  Kentucky  has  always  been  to  possess  themselves 
of  this  part  of  the  grant  on  account  of  the  fine  prairas.  waters, 
limber  and  so  level  a  country,  could  this  be  effected  any  quantity 
of  corn  and  hay  might  be  made  in  the  course  of  one  year  where 
so  much  good  soil  is  already  cleared  to  their  hands. 

Whenever  the  miami  is  boatable  provisions  and  military  stores 
may  be  thrown  up  to  new  Chilocothe  with  great  expedition  in 
bateaux  or  flat-bottomed  boats,  properly  constructed  :  the  large 
k-eel-boats  of  the  Ohio  are  very  improper,  they  drav.^  too  much 
water. 

The  delays  attending  the  movements  of  our  armv  were  ruin- 
ous to  the  last  degree.  From  June  to  September  the  army  seemed 
motionless.     It  is  true  all  the  troops  expected  had  not  arrived, 
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but  the  greatest  sufficiency  had  arrived  in  this  period  to  have  built 
a  chain  of  small  forts  along  the  east  bank  of  the  Miami  from 
Colerain  to  New  Chilocothe.  This  work  might  have  been  done 
while  the  troops  which  had  already  arrived  were  idle,  and  would 
have  wholly  saved  the  months  of  September  and  October,  which 
were  lost  in  building  fort  Hamilton  and  fort  Jefiferson.  Another 
advantage  would  have  accrued :  By  lining  the  east  bank  of  the 
great  miami  with  a  chain  of  small  forts  in  the  former  part  of 
the  season,  and  making  a  long  stay  at  New  Chilocothe  from  June 
to  September,  the  Indians  would  have  been  deceived  in  our  main 
object.  They  would  have  considered  our  plan  of  operations 
rather  as  defensive  than  ofifensive.  they  would  have  construed 
all  our  precautions  into  nothing  more  than  a  view  of  securing 
the  purchase  and  protecting  the  settlements  that  were  made 
therein  against  their  future  attacks  since  they  had  attempted  the 
reduction  of  Colerain  the  preceeding  winter.  But  the  moment 
that  the  troops  crossed  the  Miami  at  fort  Hamilton,  every  old 
squaw  must  have  known  that  the  views  of  the  main  army  were 
ofifensive  and  against  what  towns  their  designs  were;  formidable 
measures  were  therefore  taken  against  them  accordingly. 

After  our  designs  were  thus  incontestably  announced  by  cross- 
ing the  Miami,  tedious  and  slow  were  o'ar  movements  occasioned 
by  the  difficulty  of  bringing  up  provisions,  and  the  building  of  fort 
Jefferson  in  their  rout,  which  after  all  was  left  unfinished,  and  yet 
with  all  this  loss  of  time  the  army  was  not  so  far  advanced  as 
new  Chilocothe.  where  they  might  have  been  by  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember and  all  the  forts  built,  had  proper  measures  been  adopted 
in  June  for  the  subsequent  operations. 

The  mountain  always  seemed  to  be  in  labour,  great  things  was 
to  be  done — but  how  they  were  to  be  accomplished  was  altogether 
incomprehensible  from  appearances.  The  army  seemed  unwieldy 
— was  not  well  furnished  with  horses  and  teams,  since  arrange- 
ments were  made  to  take  all  the  stores  and  supplies  every  inch 
of  the  way  by  land,  and  nothing  of  the  business  anticipated  by 
previous  measures. 

Too  great  a  proportion  of  the  privates  appeared  to  be  totally 
debilitated  and  rendered  incapable  of  this  service,  either  from 
their  youth  (mere  boys)  or  by  their  excessive  intemperance  and 
abandoned  habits.  These  men  who  are  to  be  purchased  from  the 
prisons  wheelbarrows  and  brothels  of  the  nation  at  two  dollars 
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per  month,  will  never  answer  our  purpose  for  fighting  of  Indians. 
Such  men  may  do  very  well  in  armies  or  garrisons  where  their 
duty  is  merely  mechanical,  but  it  requires  another  sort  of  men  to 
contend  against  Indians  with  success.  It  is  to  be  considered  that 
every  Indian  is  in  fact  a  general  in  his  way,  and  must  be  opposed 
by  a  combatant  equally  skilled  in  all  their  cunning  and  artifice. 
Sure  I  am  that  one  hundred  ]\Iarlboroughs  could  not  fight  fifty 
Indians  in  the  woods  with  success.  What  then  had  we  to  expect 
from  the  dint  of  so  unequal  a  conflict,  when  three  fourths  of  our 
troops  were  altogether  unworthy  such  service ;  unless  their  great 
inferiority  could  be  more  than  compensated  by  the  superior  and 
briliant  talents  of  their  general,  as  well  with  regard  to  his  alert- 
ness and  activity  in  his  motions,  as  with  respect  to  his  wise  and 
judicious  plan  of  decisive  operations  in  which  his  abilities  were 
more  than  a  match  for  Indian  subtilty. 

The  misfortunes  of  the  late  direful  day  may  also  be  attributed 
in  a  great  measure  to  the  radical  error  cominitted  in  June  with 
regard  to  the  omission  of  throwing  flour  up  the  great  Miami  as 
high  as  new  Chilocothe.  This  being  neglected  it  was  not  possible 
to  furnish  the  necessary  supplies  by  land  on  the  rout  the  army 
took :  the  consequence  was,  the  troops  were  delayed  in  their 
march — reduced  in  their  rations  to  one  half  and  even  to  one 
quarter  of  their  flour.  This  brought  on  murmurings,  and  dis- 
content— rendered  them  weak  and  irresolute,  and  induced  whole 
companies  of  militia  to  desert.  The  first  regiment  of  regular 
troops  was  sent  back  forty  or  fifty  miles  (with  what  proprietv  I 
will  not  say)  either  to  bring  again  to  the  camp  the  deserting 
militia,  or  to  prevent  their  taking  supplies  of  flour  from  a  convoy 
of  provisions  then  expected  to  be  on  their  way  for  the  army ;  both 
of  which  views  must  of  course  prove  nugatory  from  the  first 
moment  they  were  formed  as  the  !^Iilitia  left  camp  early  in  the 
morning  and  the  first  regiment  did  not  march  after  them  until 
the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  and  could  never  overtake  them 
nor  prevent  their  plundering  the  convoy.  So  that  not  only  manv 
of  the  Militia  had  absented  themselves  previous  to  the  day  of 
action,  but  the  first  regiment  which  was  in  fact  the  best  part  and 
flower  of  the  army  all  things  considered,  was  also  absent. 

The  Indians  no  doubt  took  advantage  of  this  defection  in  our 
numbers  as  they  certainly  were  apprized  of  the  return  of  so  con- 
siderable a  part  of  the  army.    This  circumstance  added  to  the  un- 
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accountable  disposition  of  our  army  so  favorable  to  the  views 
of  the  enemy,  could  not  fail  of  inviting  them  to  the  attack  in 
which  they  saw  success  certain. 

It  is  also  to  be  feared  that  the  impiety  of  our  troops  may  not 
be  considered  as  the  most  remote  cause  of  our  misfortune.  If  it 
be  true  as  our  religion  teaches  that  the  great  governor  of  the 
Universe  is  in  fact  the  God  of  armies,  and  really  inspects  into 
the  conduct  of  men,  and  is  himself  a  being  of  immaculate  holiness 
and  one  who  is  displeased  with  the  abominations  of  Man,  and 
I  own  myself  so  much  of  a  fanatic  as  to  believe  that  he  is,  how 
can  we  expect  his  smiles  on  our  arms,  when  the  most  horrid 
blasphemies,  drunkeness  and  lewdness  marks  the  character  of  too 
many  of  our  troops  there  are  indeed  very  few  exceptions.  I  wish 
these  vices  were  only  to  be  found  among  the  private  men,  but 
there  are  too  many  officers  whom  one  would  suppose  from  their 
station,  possessed  some  Ideas  of  decency  in  their  language,  good 
manners  and  morality,  but  who  in  fact  are  the  prophanest 
wretches  that  I  ever  heard  speak  with  a  tongvie.  My  blood  some- 
times chills  within  me  to  hear  their  blasphemous  familiarity  with 
the  names  and  attributes  of  the  three  persons  of  the  Godhead. 
Sure  I  am  that  their  unbounded  impieties  are  not  known  to  gov- 
ernment, or  some  attempts  would  certainly  be  made  at  a  reform 
of  the  army  in  a  moral  sense,  and  it  might  be  easily  effected  if  the 
commanding  officers  did  not  too  often  set  the  example,  but  on  the 
contrary  do  all  in  their  power  to  check  it.  If  it  was  once  known 
in  the  army  that  the  general  neither  swore  nor  drank  intemper- 
ately,  and  would  never  fail  to  frown  on  those  who  did,  and  would 
even  make  it  so  personal  as  not  to  invite  to  his  table  any  who  in- 
dulged in  those  vices,  those  monsters  in  wickedness  who  now 
strut  triumphant  with  brazen  front  and  polluted  breath,  would 
soon  become  ashamed  sink  into  contempt,  and  either  forsake  the 
practice  or  the  arm3^ 

It  pains  me  extremely  Sir,  to  reflect  on  the  consequences  of 
our  fatal  repulse.  What  the  success  of  the  Indians  may  not 
tempt  them  to  undertake  against  these  settlements  in  the  course 
of  the  winter  and  coming  spring  is  very  uncertain :  I  greatly  fear 
the  event  however.  But  one  thing  is  certain  beyond  all  doubt, 
this  is,  that  the  Indians  will  find  in  themselves  no  disposition  to 
treat  at  all  with  us  of  peace.  A  continuance  of  the  war  in  their 
opinion  will  be  a  continuance  of  their  emoluments.    Great  indeed 
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was  their  plunder  on  the  last  defeat.  I  am  told  by  some  officers 
that  not  less  than  twenty  thousand  dollars  in  specie  and  bank  notes 
was  supposed  to  be  lost ;  what  then  must  have  been  the  whole 
amount  of  the  value  of  their  plunder?  Their  great  acquisition 
of  plunder  however  was  attended  with  one  happy  effect  to  us: 
it  saved  the  flying  remains  of  the  army — but  for  the  plunder, 
hardly  a  soul  would  have  escaped  the  slaughter  to  bring  us  the 
dreadful  news.  The  enemy  individually  jealous  that  another 
would  take  more  plunder  than  themselves  very  soon  gave  over  the 
chace,  which  was  indeed  undertaken  but  by  few. 

I  sometimes  fear  that  the  Indians  are  not  more  reluctant  to 
peace,  than  the  United  States  will  be  to  a  continuance  of  an  active 
war  with  them.  Such  sums  of  money  have  been  thrown  away  for 
two  succeeding  campaigns  and  nothing  effected,  but  on  every  ac- 
count we  are  worse  of[f]  than  when  we  began.  I  tremble  lest 
Congress  should  determine  that  the  defence  of  the  western  coun- 
try costs  the  nation  more  than  it  is  all  worth  to  them,  and  leave  us 
to  our  own  defence  in  the  best  manner  we  can  make  it.  Not  that  I 
despair  but  that  the  Indians  may  be  effectually  subdued  in  the 
course  of  one  years  operations :  but  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  give 
my  opinion  with  regard  to  the  most  efficient  measures  to  be  taken 
against  them,  I  would  not  advise  a  plan  of  operations  for  the 
present  year  on  so  large  a  scale  as  that  of  the  last  campaign.  I 
would  not  bring  a  soldier  into  service  from  the  Alhegany  Moun- 
tains, except  so  many  recruits  as  would  keep  full  the  two  regi- 
ments already  established.  And  these  Regiments  I  could  wish 
might  be  kept  on  garrison  service  only,  and  that  of  building 
several  new  forts  which  are  yet  absolutely  necessary.  The  militia 
situate  to  the  westward  of  the  Alhegany  Mountains  are  unques- 
tionably the  most  proper  persons  in  the  nation  to  contend  with 
Indians. 

You  never  may  expect  to  get  Indians  to  fight  you  on  your 
own  terms.  If  your  army  is  composed  of  infantry  they  will  only 
fight  when  they  have  greatly  the  advantage  and  are  almost  cer- 
tain of  victory.  Cavalry  therefore  alone  can  compel  them  to  en- 
gage on  terms  which  you  will  approve.  Our  plan  of  active 
operations  must  therefore  be  carried  on  with  horse.  Of  the  ap- 
proach of  these  the  enemy  cannot  have  long  notice,  nor  elude  an 
action  when  our  commanders  shall  think  proper  to  bring  one  on. 

With  horse  we  shall  always  be  able  to  move  with  greater 
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celerity  than  the  enemy,  both  in  advancing  and  retreating.  Far 
smaller  numbers  will  also  answer  our  purposes  if  the  war  be  pred- 
atory for  one  season  and  carried  on  with  horse.  The  western 
country  abounds  with  men  and  horses  adequate  to  this  business, 
could  they  be  drawn  forth  into  the  service  for  short  periods  of 
time,  and  a  liberal  encouragement  will  always  do  it  in  sufficient 
numbers.  I  never  wish  to  see  more  than  six  hundred  woods- 
men well  mounted  and  accoutred  marching  at  any  one  time 
against  the  enemy  the  ensuing  summer,  as  every  thing  is  not  to 
be  put  in  issue  on  one  of  these  excursions.  The  rendezvous  of 
these  ought  to  be  at  New  Chilocothe  as  that  place  is  nearly  equi- 
distant to  all  the  important  Indian  towns  on  the  Wabash  and 
Maume  rivers,  for  this  purpose  a  fort  should  be  built  at  this  place 
early  in  the  season.  Pittsburgh  is  a  proper  place  for  rendezvous 
when  the  Sandusky  villages  are  the  object.  These  men  should 
be  armed  with  a  rifle-gun,  two  horse  pistols  fixed  to  a  girdle 
buckled  round  the  waist  of  the  men,  and  not  fixed  as  usual  to  the 
saddle,  they  must  have  a  tomehawk  of  one  and  half  pound 
weight,  with  a  helve  of  two  feet  in  length.  The  cartridges  for 
their  pistols  ought  to  be  leaded  with  buck-shot  of  about  one 
hundred  to  the  pound — these  are  for  close  work  either  on  horse- 
back or  when  dismounted,  their  rifles  are  for  long  and  certain 
shots — their  hatchets  are  for  charging  in  lieu  of  swords,  but  arc 
much  better  for  the  use  of  woods-men  and  raw  Militia.  David 
preferred  a  sling  because  he  had  always  been  used  to  a  sling, 
hatchets  are  far  more  wieldy  both  in  carriage  and  in  action,  and 
will  cost  about  one  eighth  as  much  as  swords  would  do,  they  are 
not  liable  to  break,  they  are  far  more  useful  for  many  other  pur- 
poses on  such  an  excursion,  as  rafting  rivers,  encamping,  pro- 
curing firewood,  cutting  down  the  enemies  com,  &c.  &c.  These 
men  will  average  at  the  pay  of  one  dollar  per  day  man  and  horse 
including  rations  and  forrage  which  they  must  furnish  themselves 
with,  or  pay  for  them  at  a  moderate  price.  A  due  proportion  be- 
tween officers  and  privates  must  be  observed  in  their  pay  but 
this  must  bear  no  proportion  to  the  difference  observed  in  the 
established  Regiments,  for  I  wish  to  draw  forth  the  more  re- 
spectable part  of  the  community,  such  as  value  themselves  upon 
having  a  country,  property,  connections  and  a  reputation  to  fight 
for,  and  not  such  as  enter  service  merely  because  they  can  live 
no  longer  unhung  any  other  way. 
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The  horses  of  which  these  squadrons  are  composed  are  to  be 
valued  at  a  reasonable  price  and  paid  for  by  the  public  if  lost  in 
action  or  by  other  unavoidable  misfortunes.  The  pistols  and 
hatchets  with  their  trapings  are  to  be  furnished  by  the  public 
and  returned  to  the  public  magazines  when  the  tour  is  over,  the 
hatchets  should  be  four  inches  broad  on  the  edge,  plated  thin  in 
all  parts  so  as  to  be  as  large  as  lYzlh  of  Iron  &  Steel  will  make 
them,  yet  not  too  thin  so  as  to  be  in  danger  of  breaking  when 
used  in  wood,  each  man  furnishes  himself  with  a  rifle  gun.  The 
public  furnishes  powder,  lead  and  flints;  care  must  be  taken  that 
the  powder  be  of  the  first  quality.  You  can  hardly  conceive. 
Sir,  how  much  depends  on  this  circumstance.  These  squadrons 
as  they  are  to  be  composed  altogether  of  citizens,  must  be  com- 
manded by  citizens,  but  by  such  as  government  shall  appoint,  to 
take  the  militia  officers  as  they  rise  will  never  do.  The  officer 
who  commands  these  detachments  must  be  one  of  whose  abilities, 
experience,  courage,  temperance,  and  activity  government  has 
the  strongest  assurance — we  pay  too  dear  for  hoping  and  wishing 
the  reformation  of  mortals,  but  still  confiding — and  I  never  wish 
to  see  a  man  more  than  forty  years  of  age  at  the  head  of  these 
partizans,  there  is  a  vigour  in  young  men  which  we  may  never 
expect  to  meet  with  in  more  advanced  years ;  and  every  thing 
must  depend  on  the  alertness  with  which  these  excursions  are 
made;  the  months  of  June.  July,  August,  and  September  are  the 
only  months  in  the  year  for  this  service ;  horse  cannot  well  live 
in  the  woods  much  earlier  or  later,  but  I  had  much  rather  add 
May  than  October ;  after  the  first  frost  falls  the  food  in  the  woods 
is  gone  and  horses  must  starve  in  a  wilderness.  But  whether 
am  I  hurrying  myself  on  a  subject  in  which  you  will  say  I  have 
no  business.  I  acknowledge  your  rebuke  is  just.  My  duty  is  not 
militare.  I  ought  to  be  silent  and  patiently  wait  the  issue  of  the 
war,  relying  on  the  superior  wisdom  of  those  whose  province  it  is 
to  direct  the  storms  of  war.  But  feeling  myself  interested  as  I  do 
in  the  success  of  our  arms  and  puting  an  end  to  hostilities  in 
this  country,  no  man  in  the  nation  being  more  so.  I  hope  Sir 
that  you  will  pardon  me  the  liberty  I  have  taken  of  troubling 
vou  with  what  I  shall  not  be  displeased  if  you  call  the  reveries  of 
an  ignorant  man. 
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January  the  15th,  92.  I  had  all  the  fall  Sir,  intended  to 

have  been  with  you  by  Christmas  or  New  years,  but  on  my  return 
from  Gallipolis  the  latter  end  of  November,  where  I  had  been  to 
hold  a  court,  I  found  the  Miami  settlements  in  the  greatest  dis- 
order arising  from  their  dismay  on  the  late  defeat.  Many  families 
had  fled  into  Kentucky  before  I  arrived.  I  had  the  address  to 
dissuade  many  others  from  following  them,  we  have  lost  from 
the  purchase  on  this  occasion  about  twenty  families  in  all,  tho 
but  one  family  from  Northbend  is  gone,  many  more  were  a  tip- 
toe to  be  going,  and  it  has  been  with  difficulty  that  I  have  re- 
tained them.  I  hope  their  fears  are  pretty  well  over  for  the 
present  and  they  are  in  some  measure  reconciled  to  stay ;  but 
should  the  Indians  this  winter  or  spring  make  a  breach  upon  any 
one  of  the  villages  in  the  purchase,  I  fear  that  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  other  villages  will  fly  for  safety  into  Kentucky,  and  leave 
the  purchase  once  more  a  desert.  I  can  illy  be  spared  to  go 
abroad,  all  the  encouragements  that  I  can  impart  to  the  people 
are  necessary  to  keep  up  their  drooping  spirits  in  such  discour- 
aging times  as  these  are.  I  was  however  preparing  myself  for 
my  journey  to  Philadelphia,  when  on  the  21st  of  last  month  I 
was  run  upon  by  a  mad  steer  and  much  gored  by  his  horns,  in- 
deed it  is  a  wonder  that  he  had  not  killed  me  on  the  spot.  I  have 
not  been  able  to  forsake  my  bed  longer  than  while  it  is  made 
again  for  me,  and  now  write  leaning  on  my  left  side  with  a  folio 
lying  on  the  bed  before  me  and  my  paper  and  ink  on  the  book. 
I  am  however  mending  fast,  my  fever  has  left  me,  and  my 
strength  is  returning  with  my  appetite  and  my  wound  which  is 
between  my  legs  heals  tollerably  well.  As  I  cannot  ride  on  horse- 
back for  several  weeks  yet  to  come  I  send  my  nephew  with  my 
dispatches  which  I  hope  will  arrive  safe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  respect 

Sir,  your  most  obedient 
Hon**'*  very  humble  servant 

Doc'  Boudinot.  John  Cleves  Symmes. 
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